Study Guide

The Five Classics:
The Book of Change (I Ching)
The Master says: In the whole of nature, what part is thinking? what part planning? Everything returns at last to the same end, though they come by different paths.

The Book of History (Shu Ching)
In the second month of the year he made a tour of inspection eastwards, as far as Tai-chung, where he presented a burnt-offering to Heaven, and sacrificed in order to the hills and rivers.

The Book of Odes (Shih Ching)
I am going to gather the dodder, 
In the fields of Mei. 
But of whom are my thoughts ? 
Of that beauty, the eldest of the Jiang.
The Book of Rites (Li Chi)
The son who was his father's successor [as now head of the family] did not wear mourning for his mother who had been divorced.
The Spring & Autumn Annals (Chun Chiu)
The Duke's son, Yishi, died. It is normal to record the day of an aristocrat's death. The missing of the day in the Annals expresses the faults of Yishi.
The Four Books:

Confucian Analects (Lun Yi)
The Master said, "Without recognizing the ordinances of Heaven, it is impossible to be a superior man (chün tzu)."

Mencius
There never has been a benevolent man who neglected his parents. There never has been a righteous man who made his sovereign an after consideration.

The Great Learning (Ta Hseuh)

Riches adorn a house, and virtue adorns the person. The mind is expanded , and the body is at ease. Therefore, the superior man must make his thoughts sincere.

The Doctrine of Mean (Chung Yung)
Let the states of equilibrium and harmony exist in perfection, and a happy order will prevail throughout heaven and earth, and all things will be nourished and flourish.
A Two-Legged, Three Tiered 
Civil Service Entrance Exam:
Procedure:

Leg 1. Examinees rewrite the selection. 

Leg 2. In one paragraph, examinees will analyze the selection to answer the following questions: Who did it benefit? What political needs did it meet?

Assessment:
Tier 1. Knowledge Content & Analysis = factual and analytical accuracy (10 pts.)
Tier 2. Diction and Structure = spelling, grammar, and essay structure (10 pts.)
Tier 3. Aesthetics = handwriting/visual presentation (10 pts.)
Awards:
1. Local/District Degree (Sheng Yuan) Budding Scholar/Cultivated Talent
= gentry membership, exemption from punishments and labor, scholar’s robes, a small state salary (5-10 pts.)
2. Provincial Degree (Ju Ren) Elevated Scholar
= on government job wait list, previous benefits increase (11-25 pts.)
3. National/Imperial Degree (Jin Shi) Advance/Presented Scholar
 = meet the Emperor, priority job placement (25-30 pts.)
